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Thepoints of Doarine handledinthe.. 
Sermon followinp, 


DoRrine r.. 


Tt is a moFt horrible ſinne and ſhame for. (briſtians to line 


inftrife and contention. 
2 Our ovne diſtempered affettions are the caſa of contens 
Tronwith others. 


3 Whoſoener is led by bisluſts, nener makgth athrining or 


4 ſauing bargaine of it.- 


4 Earthly minded men are ſtill ſubie@ tobeevexed with + 


enute. 


5 Prayer is the beſt meancs to bee prouided of all needfull - 


things, 


6 Itis moſt inft , that God ſhonld denie and reieft their 


prajers,who ache of him earthly things for worldly reſpetts, 


7 Itis a dangerous and damnable kind of adulterie to ſet - 
-. our. minds onearthiyrbings- a 


8 All men are elteaedaf God as they areaffeBed, 


, 


bucthey had ſo many vvrongsand indignities, lomany 
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REMEDIE AGAINST 


Privace Contentions. 


James 4; 1, &C, | | 
' I From whence are wars and contentions among you *are 
they not hence, exen of your laſts, that fight in your members ? 
2 Teluft and hane not : ye enuie and hane indignation,axd 
Cannot obtaine: yee fight and warre and get nothing, becauſe 
yee ache not, | 
3 Tee arke andreceine not, becauſe ye acke amiſſe, that yee 
wight conſume it on your luſts, | 
4 Yee Adulterers and Adultereſſer, know yee not that the 
amitie of the world is rhe enmitie of God ? Whoſoener there- 
fee _ be a frienatothe world, maketh himſelfe the enemie 
of God, . | 


N theformer Chapter the Apo» 
{He had ſharply reproued them 
for that bitter envying& lirife 
& contention thatwas among 
them, perſwading them vnto 
peace and ſouving agreement; 
butbecaufe they would beerea- 
dy to anſwerezthat they liked 
' well enough of peace &vnitie, 


Obietiny, | 


occaſions of griefe & diſcontentmentoffered vntothein, 

that they could not auoide brawlesand iarres zand there- 

forcthey were not to beblamedfor their ditlenlzons, "= 
A2 _— 


Avufver, 


Onietion, 
Anſwer. | 


©hieftion. 


Anſwer. . 


difquier your wils and affeRions, cauſing you one while 


- ped, and that thisaccuſation of earthly luſls and atfeRi« 
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all thefavit was in others that prouoked them hereunto, 
To thiske anſweresinthe beginning of this Chapter z 
ſaying, From whence arewarres andcontentions among you? 
are they not hence, enen of your luft5? As if hee ſhould haue 
ſaid,vvill younow lay the fault of your jarring and con- 
tending vponothers? If youdoeſo, youlittle know your 
owne heattss far all yourdiſtempers proceed from noo- 
ther cauſe, butfrom your. owne luſts, that is; your ouer- 
eager deſire of earthly things, viz, of profit, pleaſure, or 
credit: and theſe (trong vyorldly affeftions mult needs 
bring forth ſuch cffefts, becauſe they fight in your mem- 
bers, thatis,inthe powers of your ſoulceſpecially: yetſo, 
asalfothey breakeforthand ſhew themſelutes iathe parts 
ofthe bodie:They trouble your mindsand memories, 8& 


tothinkewell of ſuch athing orſucha perſon, and byand 
by todiſlikethe ſame: onewhiletowith for thjs or that : 
preſently after, not to careforit,nay many timestoabhor 
itz henceariſeth a ciuill warfe (as it.were) vvithin your 
ſclues, andthenceitisthat you contend withothers: for 
=— accord yvith none that cannar agree yvith him- 
ſelfe. - 

Next, heſets beforethemtheeffe of theſe wordly de« 
fires, verſe 2,7e lu? ana haue nor, as who ſhould ſay, what 
doe you gctby giving placeto yourtuſts? The more you | 
luft,theletleyou have, . _ | | : 

And wherethey mightthinkethemſeſues hardly char- 


ons could nat beprouedagainſt them: Yes (faith hee) it 
will plainely appearebychecfects, inthat yeeenuie, and 
haue indipnation one againfi another: now if you did not 1 
carefor andlouethe world, youwould neuer enuic thoſe 

that goe beyond you in wordly things. 

Furtheritis added, Yee fight andwarre and get nothing, 4 
Then belike (mjghtſomeſay)weeare. not Gods children, . 
if things behys farre amnitle on cur parte, and God alſo, 
dealeſo ſpucrely yvith ys.: A»ſ. Nay.the Apeltle doth, 

| NOt ; 


Prinate Contentions, 5: 


not conclude any fuch;matter; butſayesthus muchr in cf- 


fect, you may be Chriſtians (many of you) though very 
carnall Chriſtians, andchildren you may bee, though1ll 
children :-neither is the Lord to bee charged with ouer- 
ſcuere dealing : no, it-is nat the hardnile of the father, 
thatvvyillnot grant, butthe badnelle of the childrenthat 
wwillnot aske:thatis the cauſe why. you get:nothing :/{o 
that it was notthe wantof friends, nor the want of means 
that cauſed them tobe in neccſficy, but thewantofpraier; 
andſo conſequently of a faithfull heart, and fitted to re- 
ceivethe things they prayedfor, "1% | 

But herethey wouldreply again, (as hypocrifiemakes 
menfull of ſhifting)and ſay, youchargevs that wee doe 
nat pray: thatis not(o, I haue prayed againeandagaine, 
and yetam neuer the better. Indeed (faith hee) Yee acke, 
and yetyereceinenot : and why? Becauſe ye acke amiſſe. As 
if he hadſaid, if yeſpeedenotin prayer, itiscertaineall is 
not.wellin your prayers: for thatisa key:to. open Gods 
treaſurie neicher is his care cuer.ſlut againſt thefaithfull, 


Obzeftion, 


Anſwer, ; 


ſupplications of hisſeruants: and herebydothvit appeare 


that you askeamilſs, in that ye aske,That ye might conſume 
it ypon your lufts, They would not beſoablurd, astoſay ſo 
toGod; Lord give me this,that may beſtowit ypon my 


lufts: butthat was their purpoſe & intent; waichis ewident - 


by this,thatthe ſcopeand rift ofcheir petitions vvas for 
earthly things: if they were (icke, oh how earneſt would: 
they befor wealth ! if in debr,what importunitie vyould 


theyvſeto get outitof ? andſoforother thelike matrerg: .. 


but why did they acke theſe worldly things ? Euen for 


worldly reſpedts :-not to ſerve God better, but'to (ſerve. 
themſelues: they deſired health, that they might purſue: . 


their commodities,or follow their pleaſuresand delights: 


they asked wealth, tothe intentthey mightholdvptheir- 
heads with-che beſt, that they might haue larger main. . 


tenance,thatthey.might better their apparel), and their - 


4 


diet8o zi ;: 


'Whatif wedoe defiretheſe thin gein thoſe regards 2150 
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Obiction, 
Anſwer, 
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that any ſuch: great fault? I will tell you (faith the holy 
ghoſt) Tee adulterers and adnltereſſes, &c, Avif he ſhould 
haueſaid Jane Eg __ _ men and women z doe 
ou imaginethat God doth beſtew theſerhings vpon you 
Ges you ſhould abuſe them Be ion od wes 
ſatisfying of your owne carnall. dclires? Your health 
to idlenctleand wantonnelle, your wealth topride and ex- 
celſe: this is farre from the Lords meaning. Andthe hay- 
nouſneſle of this ſinne will appeare evidently by che limi- 
litude heerevſed : Put cafe a wife ſhould bee alwaies whi- 
ning for money and larger allowance, and would neuer 
let her husband beeat peace, butnightandday be athim 
for the grantingof her requeſtz and her husband ſhould. 
demandofher what ſhe would doe with it? if ſhe ſhould 
anſwere, I haue an atfeion ro fuch an aduſterer, and I 
haue maintained him thus long, & would faine haue him 
tobe in his brauerie (till; vvould his ſuit pleaſe her huſ- 
band? Nay would hee notabhorre both her and her re- 
quelt? yetthisisthecafe of all earthly minded men: they 
would fainc haue theſe outward things, and what would 
they doc with them? euen ſpend them ypon their owne 
luſts, andthat is tocommir ſpirituall fornication againſt 
the Lord: in which regard he is ſoround withthem in this 
place ; Teeadnlterers, and adultereſſes, know ye not that the 
lone of the world is the enntie of God? Itis not onely (piri- 
tuall adulterie, but enmiticagainſt God: inſo muchthat 
he concludethinthe words immediatly following: #ho- 
ſoener therfore will bea friend of the world: that is, live as 
vyordly men doe, forhis diet, for his apparell, for his 
carriage, for his drifts and purpoſes, &c. ſuch an onewa- 
keth himſelfe the enemie of Goa; he is ſoindeed, whatſoever 
he conceiueof Gods loue towards him,andtherefore will 
God ſhew himſelfean enemytoward him. 
Thedrift(weelce) of theſe words isto draw the people 
of Godfrom thoſe miſerable contentions and vexations 
which were among them: which hee doth by rebuking 


them, andthatfor ſpeciallfaults. 


x, Some 
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P 1, Someinward,zto wit, | 
1, Their, Juſting after, and immoderate deſiring of 
earthly things. | 
2. Their enviethatothers ſhould ſpeede better then 
themſclues.. ; 
Q 2. Some outward, viz. brawling and rife abcutwhich 
he ſpends many wards, becauſc almoſt all cheir life was 
ſpenttherein. From both which heterrifiesthembyrhe 
illeffeRs. Fir(t,that they gotnothing. Secondly, that 
they endangered their owne ſoules in making them- 
ſelues adulterers & adulterefies,and ſo enemies to God, 
and Godtothem. And rhus much forthe meaningand 
| orderof the words, | | 
Verſ.1. Framwhence are warres and contentions among 
you?namely that are profciTors. In that he dothſo ſharpely 
take them vpfor their mutuall diſcord and ditſenſiongthe - 
generall doctrine is,that 
It is a moſt horrible {inne and (hamefor Chriſtians to DoF, r, 
live in ſirifeandcontention, and to breake outinto-braw- St'ife a great - 
lingaad paſlion, | a | 
Firſt,the cauſes areverie bad, one of which the Apoſtle 
pointeth at wherehe ſaith, #/herces there is among you en- © 
wing and ſtrife, and druiſions areyeenct carnall andwalks as Rays .. 
wer ? asif he ſhould hauefaid,when you are malecontent, 
and paſlionate, and euer falling outone with avother,doe 
 youthinke that this is from faith, and notfrom thefleſh? - 
yesſurely it is cuenfromthe fleſh; farwherethereis bitter 
ſtrifeand envying in the heart, all the w{domethat ſuch , _ FE 
areledby,iscarthly,ſenſuall and diveiliſh:andehis maybe þ, "4 4 
the ſecond reaſon, why contention is ſuch a gricuous lin, ſ*w2. 
namely, Becauſe thoſe that aretherunto giuen,arejed not = 
onely by ſoilaguideas thereowne (ſenſuallwildomezthat / 
was neuer taught them by God ang his word, butfarther 
they are guided by Sathan:forthe Apottle faith, their wiſe Iames z 
dome is diuelliſh:now if ir be a foule ſhameto be led by - 
{ſenſe as abealt,what isito be:led by Satan ashis vailal 2 
Another cauſe of this {inne.is given by Selva 0 Reaſon 3+ 2. 
"= 


© INotes 14 


Reaſon 1, ,. 


. Prou.1 3. 19. 


. 


r 


- 


To 
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hee faith, Onely through pride man niaketh contention, So 
much havrineile asthere:is inthe heart, ſomuchdiſcon- 
tentmentare men ſubievnto : if otherswrongthem in- 
deed, they cannot beare it zif it be butin cheir conceit, aſl 
is one, they will chafeandfretatic : and allthis proceeds 
hence, that they thinke better of themſeJuestheneither 
.God, or men doe, orthen intruth thereisanyiult cauſe 
why any ſhoulddoe. 1 ISIS C3] 


2. The effcts. Secondly,as thecauſes of this ſinne areill, ſoarethe ef. 


Jam. 3.16, 


fetsſ{utable :for where there is enuying and ſtriſe, there is 
ſedition,and all manner of euill workes, In whatheare, orin 


.what houſe ſoeuerthoſe vices retgre, the Lordſeeth; and 


"Effet 2. 


1. Tiw. 2.8 
Tam, 1.19» 
12s 1.20. 
Luke x1, 17+ 


Pal, 233 1:3» 


Fer. 


men may euidently percetue, that thereare euilchoughts, 
cuillwords,cuill praRtiſes cf all kinds: for therethe diuell 
and ſinnebeareſway, andfilltheplaceswithall manner of 
pollutions, | 
Further, ascontention puls on all euill,ſo it hinders all 
00d: it makeethe parties that they cannot'pray ; for in 
all ourrequeſts to God, wee malt life vp purehands,with- 
out wrath, &c. they cannot heare, becaule good hearers 
mult be (low towrath, and receine thewordwirh meekneſſe, 
As for the Lords ſupper, they cannot be meetpartakersof 
it, becauſe itis a Sacrament of louc, andif wee would bee 
forgiuer,we mult forgiue:in a word, they arevnfit for euec« 
ry good worke : fortherrath of man accompliſbeth not the 
righteouſneſſe of God, | 
Laſtly,thisisit which ruinates both perſons and fami- 
lies :for an houſe dmidedagainſt it ſelfe cannot ſtand: Nay 
a kingdome (be it neuerſomightic)dwwided agamſt it ſelfe; 
ſoall be deſclate, Andifthis bea ſure thing, that where bre- 
thren dwell together in vnitic, God hathappointed his 
bleſſing and lifeforeuermore, thenit is as certaine on the 
other (ide that where men liue in continual}: ſtrife, there 
God hath appointed hiscurſe,anddeath foreucrmore. 
Firſt, for thereproofe of them that ſpenda greatpart of 
their time in frettingand quarrelling,becauſethings goe 
.not ſo well as they wouldhauethem, Some thereare in- 
: _ deed - 


as well aschiders, and both condemned by the word. Sigh 
onefor another wee may (as if a friendor a child of ours 
haveſinned, itisan happie thingif we can weepe in ſecret 
for them )but wee mult not ſigh one againſt another, no 
morethenwe may chafe one againit another, Wee muſt 
notwhen wee are alone muſe of the vnkindnelle of ſuch 
and ſuch, and fo grow to bitter thoughts againſt them3 
that isawofullthing, and will bee a hard reckoning forvs 
at length : for( as /ames addeth ) rhe Tnage irat the aovore; 
and the Aſliſes will be fearefull forall ſuch perſons. 

If thy cauſe be good, and thy conſcience good, Godis 


athandtoright all thy wrongs: but when men giuethem-. 


(clues to fretting andbitter diſcortentment, it is as much 
ineffect as if they ſhouldſay;thatGod is noequall Tudge, 
and therefore they cannot relt ſatisfied with his-gouern-» 
ment : yetarethey ready enough intheir diſlempered hits 
to prophanethenameof God, by ca'ling him to be iudge 
intheir cauſes: as Sarab did, when her maid deſpiſed her. 


God be indge between me and tbee ( faith ſheto herhusband) ,_ . &s 


butifthe Lord had come, ſhe would have been the loſer. 
For God being a moſt righteous Iudge, would hauecxami- 
ned both parties, and then who would haue been foundin 

the greater fault? ;4braham tooke Hagar, but whowasthe 

caulc ofit? was not Sarahtthegreateſt complainers and cx- 

claimers, are v{ually moſt faulty themſelues :and therfore 

letchriſtians beaſhamedto beſo clamorous & contentious 

vpon cuery occaſion : for tobee ſovnpeaccableamongl(t 

men, ſheweth thaechere is little acquaintance withzhe 
Godof peace ; therefore [ct vs rather goc from ourowne 

righe, and yeeldalitele, then be Nilfalling ove with our 

_ Hieighbours: betterit is to loſe ſomeof our outward come 

modicies, then to loſe ourinward and outward peace; 


im? 
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deed that whenthey fallto open krawles, go by the worle, 
becauſe they are ouer-matched, and therefore they will ſit 
and mopeinacorner : but vntoſuch /ames:ſpeaketh, ſay- - 
i0g, Sigh not one againſt another, So thatthereare lighers lam 


F-9 


But why ſhould I fo abaſe my felfe, asto yeeld vnto Obieftiow, 
B hi 


Obietftion, 
Anſwer, 
3.Cor.13.5 


Obie(tion, 


Anſwer. 


Anger againſt 
fnne how dif 
CcrRed, 
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him? Nay why ſhould you be fobaſe minded, as to yeeld 
vnto the diucll 2 forwhoſveyer giueth place vnto anger 
and wrath, giucth placevato the diucll. Moſt abominable 
therefore isthar falling out which is amongſt profetlors: 
thuugh there be many things amitle ina familie, yerifthere 
be muruall loue and compaſlion, and tender heartednes, 
crolles are made much calier, and burdens much lighter 
then elfe they wouldbe : whereasif there be brawles in the 
familie , euzry light affi: ion is madeheauie : what a dil 
grace therefore isitfor theſubies of the Prince of peaceto 
beatſuch varianceamongrthemlelues?Ttis for dopges and 
ſine to be barking and bitingone at another: burto (ee 
Sheepe or Lambes tearing one another;,a[ltheworld would 
wonder at it : If then we profeile that Chriſt isour ſhep- 
heard, and wee his ſheepe, how can wee with any comfort 
looke him in the face, when wee ſo farre differ from the 
natureand properties of his ſheepe, incatingvp ourowne 
hearres with priefes, and miniſtring continuall vexation 
vntoothers, and biting and deueuringone another ? 

But heere will fome obieQions be made, for as euery 
oneis more guiltie, ſo will he haue more colours to hide 
his corruptionsfrom the view of the world. Somewill grant 
that they are oftendiſcontented indeed, but they hauerea- 
ſon ſoto be. Let vs hearerheir reaſons then. 

Oneis, that they are prouoked, 


But who can prouoke a ſheepe to bark and bite ? true. 


Chriftian loue is norprouoked ; ſo that ic.isnot the prouo- 
cation without, but want of cruc loue wichin and abun- 
dance of ſelfe loue that cauſeth.you to-belo pallionare. 

Burwhocan chuſe but be angry ar linne ? thar is it that 
moouecth me. | 

But ſee whether this faire ſhew doe not proceed from 
foule hypocrilic, andthe Lordopen our eyes that we may 
ſeeit. Youranger ( you ſay )isfrom hatred of ſinne: well, 
letvsexaminethe matter alittle, 

Firſt, doe you hate your owne (innes, and have they 


cauſed you agofren to breake. yuur leepe, as theiniuries of 
X others ? 


. 
_—_— — _ ——_ 8 k 
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others? Nay,thatwaythey muſt needes confeſletheyare 
moreſparing : that then is nothing elſe but plaine difli- 
mulation; to pretend gricfe for anothers linne, when you 
haue little or nonefor ycur owne, 

Secondly, ſuch as grieue for the faults of any, and are. 
delirousto reformethem,will vſc a good & diſcreet order 
in dealing with theparties, obſeruing all circumſtances 
for thatende. As namely, firſtthecircumltice of time,that 
they willnot preſently yponthecomitting of the offence 
flie in their faces in the view of all the flanders by,ſceki 
todiſgracethemto the vttermoſt, butwil waitethe fireell 
opportunitie,when with moſt benefir andlealt blemiſhto 
the party,they may help him againſt corruption. Second- 
ly, as every lin is greater,ſo they will bemore incenſed a- 
gainſt it: and herein doth the hypocrilie of many appear, 
that they will bee more mocuedat ſoome (mall ottence, 
wherein theythem(cluesare touched, then at a farregrea- 
ter matter, that nothing concernes their credit or com« 
moditie;though it do neucrſo much concerne Gods glo- 
rie. Such may go masked vnderthe vail of hypocrilie,but 
God will diſcouer their falſe pretencesin the end, neither 

let them ever lookefor comfortin thetime of licknelle or 
of death from ſuch kind of zeale again linne. 
Indeedthereisa corruption inall, and we aretoo (enſ(i- 
ble of injuries : butthe godly doe condemne it in them- 
ſelues, & are never content tillthey can be moretroubled 
atlinnes,whereby Godis diſhonoured,then at infirmities, 
andiniuries, whereby they themſclues are wronged. 
Thirdly,ifany bedifpleaſedatlinne, he wil vſcall good 
remedies for the healing thereof: he will reproue andad- 
moniſh, andexhortr, andall froma louingand mercifull 
heart, yea, hee will ioyne vnto theſe heartic prayer for a 
bleſſingypon hisindeauours, This we ſee in TWHeoſes ;hee 
wasyerieangrieagainſt cheſin of the (raclitesin making 
the golden calfe, and ſhewed his iuſt anger in executing 
iudgement vpontheringleadersinthat hainous offences 
butwithallwemuſtnote that he was never more feruent 
| B2 b=_ 
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Exod.32.11 frfpraier forthem,then atthat eime. Thoſe therefore that 
arc ſo far moued, that they cannot ſpeake vnto theaffen- 
dersin giuingthem good & lovingaduice, norſpeakefor 
them vnto Godinputringvp hearty andearneſl requeſts, ; 
ſuch (I ſay)may be alluredthateheir anger js notthe zeale | 
of the{pirit,butthe heate of the fleth, which they can haue | 
no comfortin,but muſt be humbled for it,&leaue it. 

Pez. A ſecond vicofthisis for inſtruction, that if ever vvee 
lookefor peace with Gud and comfort in our ſoules, and 
gcodeltimationamong Gods:children, then lct vs take 
heedasof other ſinnes, ſo of this linne of paſſion and dif- 
tempcr. Do mendeaſewith vsas with enemies? let vsloue 

Mat.5.44. them, Dothey wrong vs? let vs pray forthem. Doethey 
ſpeak euill of ys?letvs (Peak the belt of them & tothem : 

or that is Chriſt his counſel]; & hereby ſhall men knovy, 
.. thatwearehis Diſciples,if we loue one another: Ioha x 3. 
35. whereas otherwiſethey may ſuſpeRt vs.to bee hypo» 
crites, if we hate one another. _ 
Andfurcher,hereby ſhall we aſſure our harts before God, . 
1.obo 3.19 Ther we areof therruth, andthatwe do pertaine to his fami- 
ly: &thiseueryChriſtian that hath any acquaintancewith 
his own heart, will confetle, that when hee is molt merci- 
full and moſtreadytoput vp injuries & indignities, then 
he hath molt comfortable atlurance of his own laluation, 
andcan mcſt cheerefully lookevpvntoGodin Chriſt, as 
onethat hath interef} in him. | 

Queſt. - -But how may a man become thus peaceableand quiet? 
it muſt needs be acknowledged that contention is a toule 

finne, & an horribleſhame :but how maylI maſter my vi- 

olent paiſions, and become moremild and calms. 

Tire Lord-telleth you hovv to vanquiſh, and kill this 
corruption: and one mMeanes Is, | 
Remelies= 1 Oftento examine yourown heart:the Apoſtſewilleth 
gainſt anger. men to ſuew all neckeneſſe toward all men, But (mightſome 
Tit.3.2.3 (2y)Iamofan haſtie nature, ready to bee prouoked, and 
 Obieition Sel" : OO P 
* therforeIcannotindureſuch inturies as men offer me. | 
"Anſwer. But remember what you haveſaid and done apo 
| | others, ., 


Anſwer, 


' whoſoeuer hath the comfortablefecling of the pardon of © 
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others,eſpecially againſt God, andthat wilabatethepride 
of your heart, Haue nat you been? pre, diſobedient, and A 
lining in malitionſneſſe, and enuie hatefnll,and hating others? 6:1 
In which regard, the wiſe mans counſell is, that a man Eccl.z.23.24 | 
fhouldnot take notice of euery fault of his ſeruant, but - 
paſſe by many : and why? becauſe euery mansſou!e can 
tell him though men cannot charge him, that he hath 
commited thelike, or greater faults againſt God or menz 
which ifwe could well confider,mensvnkindnetTes would E 
ſeemenothing inour eyes: for when our owne ſinnes lye | 
heauie, others vvrongslye light : and when we feele not 
the weight of linnein any good mealureeuery trifling of- 
fence of menſecmes an hainouscrimevntovs. 
A ſecond helpe again(t wrathfull pasfionsis, to be atu- 
redoftheremislion of our fines. Bee yee curteons one to 
another (ſaith the Apoſtle) and render hearted. So I will 
(willſome ſay) ſo long as they vie mee wel]; but if they 
dealeorherwiſc,and begin to doe me wrong, they ſhall 
heare of it, whoſocuer they bee, Oh deale not (o ( faich 
Paul) But forgine one another,euen as God for (briſt bis ſake Ephe.q.vle: + 
forgane you, Seeingthe Lord hath ſenthis ſonne, andthe 
ſonne hath given his blood, and the holy Ghoſt hath: 
ſprinkled the ſame vpon your hearts, for the waſhing a« 
way of all your iniquities, [land not with men for ſmall: 
pettie injuries, but forgiueand forgetthem: andalluredly - 


K* "1 


his {ſinnes, cannot but doe ſo. When Srtezez law Chrilt (ite 
ting attherighthand of God in heauen, and was aſſured 
thar he had ſaved himfrom his linnes,and that heſhould 
forthwith goevnto him,hecould kneele downe. and wiitr 
all meekenetlepray for his moſt bitter encmies,thatwere 
then (toning of him, neither weere chey {o mad againſt 
him todo him hurt, 2s he was earneſt wich God for theme 
to procuretheir good. - | 
Thethirdandlalt remedie is to denie carnall reafon :: 3 * 
forthatisanil! guidethat leadeihvs out of the way. Eucr. 
marke thisinrenengetul perſons, whenthey mm | 
h , WI -- OT ; 


bl 


DoF.z 
Luſt in the , . 
heart, the cauſe contention with others. They, make vs. ynquiet in our 


of contention. ſgyes, and(o caule vs to diſquiet them that are about vs. 
1.Pet.2.11 
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for theirſpitefull and malicious dealing, their anſwere is, 


: had Lnot cauſe,had Inotreaſon to doas I hauedone?no, 


noneatall; forwhat ſound rcaſon can there bee againſt 
Godsreaſon, who ſaith, Revenge not, &c. for vengeance ts 
mine, [will requiteit, ſaith the Lord,leis hisoffice which he 
hath appropriated vnto himlelfe, and they are intruders, 
yea traitors, that wil|goe about to thrult God out of his 
iudgment ſeat. Andthereforeletnot the diuell delude vs 
with this conceite, that wee hauereaſon for our brawling 


 andquarrelling :forthe beſt that can beſaidfor ir, is'thisz 


that it is bealtly and fleſhly reaſon, ſuchasche Lord eſtee- 
meth folly and frenlie, and enmitie againſt his maicltic, 
Rom.8. which will bring with it death and deſtruction of ' 
body and(oule, if we yeeldvnto it, and be led by it. 
eAre they not hence, enen of your luſts? Here he ſheweth 
the fountaine of all their diſcontentments: namely, their 
own yntamedaftetions;whatſocuer occaſions there may 
be, thatis the true cauſe : asthereaſon why a Lyonrageth 
androreth, isnotthat any creature diſquieteth him, and 
raiſeth him vp, (for thena ſheep being {tirredſhou}droar 
too) butthat his naturall inclination draweth him there- 


_ -unto. 


The Doqtrine henceto bee gatheredis this, that; Our 
.ownediltempered luſtsarethe cauſe of all our rife and 


Thereforeit is ſaid, that fleſbly lnſts doe fight againſt our 

ſonles;they cauſe a continuall warrewithina man, which 
inward combat with onesſelfe, ſhewethit ſelfe oftentimes 

in outward jarring with men, Chriſt Ieſus had as great 

wrongsas cuer man inthisworld had, yetwas he neuer in 

any paſſion,ordiſtemper; andwhy ? becauſche was quite 

voide of carnall affeions. Before his conuerſion Paul 

wasvery boiltrousand full of rage, but after that heehad 

ſpenttheheatofhisanger vpon his owne great linnes, he 
that had beenevery froward became very mecke, andwas 
able with patienceto vadergo impriſonment, whipping, 
| ſtoning, 


education, of my learning, of my gifts 2 ſhall Iendureto 


livein the ſtocks, hungric and cold,andtull of paines, &c. - 


No, no, theſe thoughts were farrefrom Pas/; hewas con- 
eentto ſutfer any thing, yea, tolay downe his life for the 
name of the Lord Ielus, and that becauſe his luſts were 
ſubdued, andthe venomethereof remaued, 

Let euery Chriſtian looke backe vnto his diſpolition 
beforehis calling; and who is there but ſhall find, that hee 
was full of enuie, haſtie andteltic, and ready to bee prouo- 


ked?butſince his conuertion hee may ſay ro theglorie of- 


God, thathe can bcarethat which hee could not before, 
and get wut of that paſſion ina few houres , that was wone 
to hang vpon him many moneths: and as he growes more 
in grace, ſo ſhallitbebetterwith him (ti]]. 

So.often thereforeas wee breake forthinto anydiſtem- 
peredfpecches, or ations, let vs know that wee haue a 
ſummonsfrom God to take notice of our vnrulie affeRi- 
ous, What, haue youforgotten yourſelfe ? are you more 
wearieof your liferhen of yourſinne ? thenthere is ſome- 


what within to bee conquered and brought vnder, and - 


that ſhould bring you vpon your knees to become a ſuter 
vnto God : Lord I fee by chefruits, that luſt is nor ſo ta- 
medasitfhould be ; I amnotablc romaiſterit, grancthy 


ſtrength therefore vnto thy (eruant that I may beableto_ 


prevalle againlt it. 


Private Contentions, W.-40 
toning, reviling, with any the like indignitices :; wee neuer - : 
hearethis from him :; what ? ſhall I bearechis? a man ofimy 


Ver... 


Secondly, this is for inſtruftion, that if ever weewould 7/7 2, : 


live comfortablie in regard 'of our {clues or others, wee 
ſhould labour to haue the command of our owne hearts 
and minds. It isa maruclious errourt in men and women 
tothinke, if I hadſomuchliuing, ſu much credit and re+ 


ſpe, andwithalla ſtrong and healthtuilbodie zchen my * 


heart would be at quiet : this is a fovle and monſtrous de- 


Jufion : whac? will outward things healea (infull ſoule ? Ie - 


is a8ab{urd, asif amanthathath hisarme or his legge bro- 


ken, ſhouldſay, Oh if I hada (ute of clath of Gold, or a -. 


paire. < 


b 
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paireof ſilkeſiockings, or my chamber hangedwithvel” 
uet, 1 ſhouldfeeleno paine: euery man wouldthinke ſuch © 
a oneout of his wits , becauſe his paineis within his bodie, - 
which thoſe outward things cannot remoue : (o it is with 
every ſtrong affeRtion, and vnwaſtred delire, they are 
corrupt humors cleauing vnto the ſoule ; and therefore 
letthe parties be ſhifted hicher andthither, and haue their 
eſtate mended , and their reputation bertered, yetif they 
beenot healed withm , they are neuer the neerer to any 
ſound contentment. 

Oueſt. But how ſhould wee attaine to the maſtering of thefe 

| How - "ig boilterous affections? | ; 

gy Firſt, wemuſt mortifie the deeds of che fleſh by theſpi- 

Anſwer. Tit: the beſt haue fleſh in them, bur they n ult bee ever 

Rom.s knocking of it downe. Now then we mortifiethe fleſh by 

theſpirit , whenwebring ſpirituail reaſons agaiaſtche Juſts 
+ thereof, andſecke to quenchrthe flame thereof, by pow- 
ring watervpon it, and taking away the fuel[that might 
maintain it, A man ray have perſwaſionsfrom his friends, 
but thoſe willnot kill his carnall deſires : but the perſwali- 
ons of the ſpirit will ; and therefore wee. ſhould vſe 
= arguments of Gods word for the crucifying of our 
eſh. 

But manytakea contrary courſe, when they feele theme 
ſelues ſtirred, they aggrauatcall the evils rhat are vpon 
them, andalithewrongsthatare(in theirconccit)ctfered 
vntothem, their memorie will forget no circumſtance of 

_ them. Neither will theirtongues faileto amplifie them at 
thefull ;and herebythey imagineto caſe themſelucs : but 
alas this is to adde luſt to luſt, and to heape more drie 
wood onthe fire, that burnethroo vehemently alreadie: 
and thereforeletthemvſeGouds meanes, or neuer looke to 
live quiet and peaceable daies, 

Alecondmeanesto bring our boiſterousaffeRions into 
ſubicAion, is, to live and labour diligently in a calling: 
for labour isappointed-to humblethe ſonnesof men, and 
whoſocuer doth not vſe this medicine, may quickly _ 

| worke 
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 worke enough for a whole towne : foridle perfonsareal- 
waies paſlionate : and when they haue nothing elfe to do, 
they fall to conceits, and ſurmiſes, andſuſpicions,andiea- 
louſies, andwhen the leaſt occalionis ottered , out comes 
- the filthie matter that hath beene breeding within 
them. : 


Thirdly, that we mayget viRorie ouerthe ill affetions 3. 


that ſtirre within vs, wee mult conſider chat wee are P[- 
grimes, 1. Per. 2. 11: Many are vericimpatient,andcrie out 
of their miſerie that it is ſuch, as they neuerlooketoliue 
merry day more; butwhat needethey trouble them {clues 
about that, it may bethey ſhallror livean houremore: a 
Pilgrim is in his Inne at night and goneinthe morning, 
—andfo may they : and why therefore ſhould they makeſuch 
alongand tedious matter of theircrotles?If they haucal- 
ſurance of heauen, their momentanie affi: ions are: no- 
thing in compariſon of that eternallcrown of glory which 
ſhall bee beſtowed vpon them, If men would ceaſe Joo- 
king and luſting after the temporall things which are 
ſcene, and faſten their hopes and delires vpon the eternall 
things which are notſcene z they. would efteemeand rec- 
kon their-heauiel(t griefes to bee verie light,. and their 
longeſt affliftions to be ſhort and momentanie.2, Cour.4 
, 


ſoules, Thoſe that are inthraldome vntothem, tchinke it 
good husbandrieto- yeeld vnto them, and hope to better 
theireftate thereby. : but dothey know what God ſaith in 
this matcer ? | 

Hee telleth- them that they make warre againſt their 
ſoules ; they blindfold their minds . thatthey cannot ſee 
into ſpirituall things:they make their hearts fatandſenſe-- 
lefle, that neither threatnings nor promiſes, iudgements 
nor mercies willany whit atallmoue thew; 

Now when wee find in our ſelues theſe hurtfull aff-Ri- 


ons anddangerousluſts , and we doe not onely ns 
..C ut 


7.18. 
Fourthly and laſtly, let vs conſider of chat whichwas 4- 
mentionedbefore,viz. that fleſaly luſts doe fight againſtonr 3 Pet-w.r 


4 
F 


Dott.z. 
Nothing is 
gotten by 
ycelding to 
ly. 


Reaſon 1 | 


1.lohn.z,15 
Iere.17- 


Pro. 
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but others alſo far much the worſethereby, were it rot 
great madnes to nouriſh them till within vs ? Therefore 
letvsrathervſe theſe and all other good meanes to ſup.. 
prelſe them, thenany meanes at all to cheriſh and ſtreng- 
then the ſame... : | 

Verſ..2. 7Te'/uſt andhawenet.) In theſewords he ſetter] 
outthe abſurditieof other Juſts by theill effes : they have 
along andtedious (cedestime, but all their labourandtoile 
comes to nothing, they arc altogether diſappointed of 
theirexpeRed haruelt : whencethe Dodrine is, that 

Wholocuer yeeldeth vnto his luſtes , never makes a 
thriving, noraſauing bargaine thereby : but the more he 
luſts, che morehelackes : and the more eager his deſires 
are,the more and greater his wants are likely tobe. . 

Firſt, becauſe the Joue of ccarthly things makes God lis 
enemy. For hee that loves the World, the loue of God is 
notin him : bur hee withdrawes his heart from God, and 
goetha whooringafterthe world ; theſetting of ouratfec- 
tions vponthe creature, maxeth vstobeeltranged from 
the Creator. 

Secondly, as the delire of earthly things, makes men 
impious againſt God , ſo doth it make them iniurious to- 
wards men :Hethathaſtethto beerichcannotbe innocent: 
and he thatis greedie of gaine croubleth his owne houſe: 


and that-whith is ſaid of the excefſiue deſire of gaine, 


holdes as true in all vther ſinnefull luſtes, that he that is 
greedie of pleaſure, orcredit, or any thelikezisſtillatroub- 
ter and diſquieter of thoſe with whom he4iues : becauſe 
firſt his owne heart is poiſoned, and being diſtempered. 
within, he muſt needs fhew his diftemper without, 
Thereforethe more God loves vs, the more he wil croſle 
vs, ſo longas weſctour hearts on lying vanities: for hee: 
knowes, thatif weehad them in that manner and meaſure 
as wee delire,they wouldturne ro our owne and others cx. 
ceeding great hurtand diſaduantage. Forthemorewe de- 
fireany earthly thing,the more we ſhall abuſe it,as the more 
wedeſireany heauenly thing,the better we ſhalvſe it, 
Therefore. . 


Thereforejsit righteous with God to croſſe vs in our Gen. z0.: 

affeions,as he did Rebel: ſhe muſtneedshauechildren -<. 
inallthe haſte, orelſe ſhe woulddie in apaſlion. Alas ſhee 
was in hardcaſe to die, andin ill caſetohaue children; fot 
; arthat time ſhe would haue made Gods of her children, 
| andan Idollof God. Butafterwardswhenſhe had prayed 

| and humbled her (elfe, God gaue her children, becauſe 

then ſhee was fit to receiue them. And that is the reaſon, 

why God delayes long,and putsoff his ſcruantsfrom year 

to yeare, euen becauſe they are vnficto be partakers of his 
bleſlingsſooner ; he ccu!d aftord them preſent paiment, - 
but he well conſiders,thatthethings which the fleſh much 
$2: atteRs, it would muchabuſe. 


he hadpotten the viRoricof himſelte, and wascontentto 
wait,as long as God would hauc him, the Lord forthwith 
grantedhisrequeſt;and ſo dealcth hee yet [til] with his 
deareſt children, 

| Sith boiſterous luſts doe both deſerue and bring vpon Y/* r, 
| men manifold wants, this ſeruesfor inſtrution, thatifwe 
| -be pinched with neceſlities,and reſtrained of many things 
| thatwe would full faine haue, let vs examine whether our 
| delireshe not too immoderate towardsthoſe things,and 
too eagerly ſetypon them : andif vpon trial made, wee 
mom that itisſo indeed, lervs knowthat we are not fit for 
them. 

Therfore et vs neuer complaine of others, theworld is 
hard, and mens hearts are hard: butlet vs complaine of 
WM our ſelues, I want good affeRions: I want good preparati- 
| | on for Gods bleſſings:lam agroundthathave many rank 
j weedes inmee, andall thatwhile God hath ſomwhatelle 
to doe,thento ſowethe (cedof comforton me. The next 

. waytohauetheworld, isto deny theworld ; woulda man 

4 be rich ?lethim be content to be poore : wouida man in- 
| joy hishealth and ſtrength? lethim ſo vie the meanes of 
recouering hishealth, as withall to be contentroremaine 


ſickly and weake, if it ſo ſeeme belt to his heavenly fa- 
1 NS C 2 ' ther 
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 Tſaac praycdfor aſonnetwentie yeares, at length when Gen.25.20.26 
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_ diſcaſedandnothealthfull bodies. 


ther, &c, Butifwedeliretemporallriches morethenſpiri- 
taall, and the healthof the body, morethen the health of 
eheſoule, it isiuſtwe ſhould have penurie, andnot plenty, 

Whereas if we can bring our willes to bee ſubie& vnto 
Gods, itſhall not beeſaid tovs, Tee /n/f andhane not; but, 
the Lord will fulfill the deſires of thoſe that feare him, Other. 
wiſe, though our deſires were granted, our ſoules would be 
as licke, or morelicke thenthey were before, 

Aſecond vſeof this is, to teach vs, to bee content that 


Godby manyandgrieuors crotſesſhould maſter our in- 
temperate lults: forthe wayto all proſperitie,isto bebro- 


ken of our headieand ſturdy affections, 

- Letvsalſo defiretobeintheircompanie, who wil deale 
molt plainly androundly againlt our corruptions : & not 
wiſh toconuerſewith ſuch aswilltell vs, indeede you are 
hardly vſed, they dealevery iniurioully with you, in that 
they do not morereſped you, inregard of your place & 
of your parts, andof your education,&c. 

Alaswhat isthis buttocalt oyle vpon the fire, and to 
make thoſe [uftsa great deale (tronger; which weere too 
too violent before? ſuch comforters may pleaſe vsfor the 
preſent, but they wil{bring vs ſmart in {tead of caſe, and 


trouble in ſtead of peace inthe end: Bur as forthoſethat - 


will ſet themſclues with all their might againſt our luſts 8 


apply ſharp corraſiues where chey perceive much feſtered - 


anddead fleſh,of all other they areto beeltecmed che beſt 
andtrueſt and molt faithfullfriends.- 


Te enme and hawut indignation, and cannot obtaine.Where- - 


as they might deny, thatthey had ſuch luſts inthe, hee 
proueth it by this,thatthey did enuy one anothes: as if he 
ſhould haue ſaid, chat which I affirmed io vvordes, I vvill 


make goodby your deeds: youenuythat another ſhould 


be looktafcer,thatanother ſhould haue more gay appa- 
rell,a bertername, a better eſtate then your (clues: doth 


not thiscleerly ſhew that yourheartsare fullotluſt, when - 


they arc ſofullof enuy?forcnuy.isthevery froth of luſt. 


The :: 


b 


k 
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The doQtrine hencetobee gathered 1s this, that thoſe 
thatſettheiraffeionsvpon earthiy things, arenotonely 
ſubie&to this milerie, that they ſhall bee alwaies'in want, 
but chey ſhall withall bee euermore vexed atthe proſperity 
of others : they ſhall be ſtil intorture at home and abroad, 
and whereſocuer they are ; for ſuch as ſettheir niindes on 


thethings of this world, cannot.chuſe but repine when 
anything goes from them vnto others; they think all loſt | 


that they themſeluces cannotenioy: for whereas the pro- 
pertieofChriſtian love is, not to ſcekeitownethings, itis 
theyery natureof ſ{elfe-loueonely and wholly toſeeke it 


ownethings,andif it mille of them, it vvillcauſethe par-- 


ties rogrudgeandrepine. 
This may be cb{crucdin Seu! : when once Dauid vyas 
in.creditaboue him, hehad fewquiet daics after, but vvas 
flillereublingof bimſelfeand the whole land about Da- 
id, Thelike may be ſeenc in the Pharilies, theyconldnot 
liueif Chriſtliuved : andwhy ? Chrilt caried away the,cre- 
dit from them z and therforethey neuer ceaſed perſecu- 
ting him, yntiflthey bad depriuedhimof his very life. So 
the Philiftims being couctous,enuied //aac,and grew ſo 
mad againſt him, becauſe they ſaw him thrive beyond 
themſelues,thatchey vyould hurtthe wholecountrey and 
themſcluesallo rather then he ſhould proſper too falt,and 


thereforethey dammed vp the wells that his{eruantshad Gen.26.r; 


digged,yvhich inchoſe hot countries vvere of exceding 
greatvic. So Rahel being poiletled vvith an immoderate 


delire of children, enuied her lifter Leah, becauſe ſheewas Gen. zo. 


fruitfull : her owne barrennetledid notſo much diſcontent 
her,as her liſters fruicfulneile: and therfore rather then 
Leah (houldgoe beyond her,ſhe would haue her husband 
todefile himſelfe with her maid, Many ſuch Rahels there 
arein the world, who arenotſo much difcontented and 
orieuedat their own meanenelle, asatothershighnelle ; _ 
attheirowne baſenetlein apparel}, as at the new faſhiuns 
ofothers,&c, 


C3. to.. 


Which may teachvs, whenwe find enuicinourfelece, Y/* 7. -. 


Ul 


Dot. 4 
Wordlings 
are ſtill vexed 
with enuy, 


1.Cor.i1; 


22 eA Remeate againſt 
to take notice that there is: in vs a maruellous loue of 
earthly things.'Many men and women, if they ſhould bee 
askt the queſtion, whetherthey lulted after earthly things 
or not, would anſwere,nay,they hopethey hauenctheard 
ſo many Sermons, nor madeſo many prayers; toſo little 
purpoſe,that now at length they ſhouldbeovertaken with 
the love of ſuchtrifles : but how (ay you to enuie? doth 
Not that worke vpon you ſometimes? doth not others 
health, otherseſtimation, others aduancement make you 
as it were ſickenow and then? indeed that they cannot wel 
deny: then you mbſt needs confelle, thatyouare infected 
- with luſt. If Rahel had not-beene led with an eager deſire © 
of children,ſhewould neuer haue envied herlſiſter for bea- 
ring of children: and thereforethoſe haueaſure teſtimo- 
-ny ofa ſound & pure heart, that can be contenewith their 
ownecorne, and wine and oyle: and that reſolue-vvith 
- themſelues: SoI may have peace with: God and wich mine 
owne conſcience, Iwillnener troublemy ſelfemuch, what 
others haue : Let Godkeepemefromlinne while liue, & 
from hell when 1 die, and Iſhall doewellenough, & haue 
great cauſe to reioycein God,and tobe thankfull for my 
| portion. 
Obieftioy, -Butheere Gods deare children may obieR, ſaying , I 
| _ a loue vnto my credit, and commoditie, and eaſe 
{till. 

Anſwer. So wee ſhall aslong as wee carie fleſh about vvith vs: 
and themworepurethe heartis, the ſconer and better will 
it pie blemiſhesin itſelfe : but if we can keepe our lelues 
from enuyingatothers wealth and credit, &c. it is an-in- 
fallible mark that the loue of carthly things dothnotrule 

andraigneinvs. : | 
Yee fight andwarre,and get nothing, becauſe yee ache not 
They might thinke, doth not God carie a hard hand a- 
gainſt vs, (ith wee delire ſomuch, and have fo little? no 
(ſaiththe Apolile) you rather carrie an ill heart cowards 
him: for you vicall meancs of procuring your own miſe- | 
fic, butno meanesat all of obtaining Gods mercie and 
therefore 


- 
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therefore Yee get nothing becauſe ye acke nor, Which is one 
rincipall meanes of pulling downe Gods bleſlings vpon 
Ln Doctrine, Prayer isthe beſt meanes to bee 
providedofallthings needefull for this life, andthelifero ©, x 5 
come. Godisa good houtholder, and if hischiſdren would prayer the 
receiue good things ſrom him , they mult not fall toge> beſt meanes 
ther by the cares, nor grow to brawling and contending 9fprometion, - FP. 
one with another ( for that is the nexe way to make their —'& 
Fatherſcourge themall: )Burthey muſt betake themſelucs >» 
to prayer,and become humble and earneſt ſuters vntotheir "EF 
Father, which is both the calteſt andthe ſureſt courſe ; God pan x. # 
hath promiſed that if we askewe ſhall obtaine:Mat. 7.7. p 2 
Butſome might ſay , Iamalinner, compalledwith ma- O4;24;,4, _ 
ny infirmitics and frailties, and kow thencanl looke for l 
heariogat his hands ? | | 
Why (faies Chriſt) if yor that are enill, can giue good 4, (oy 
things wto your children, how much more ſhall your beanenty Luk. i 1,101, : 
Father, &c. Though you ſee faults in your children, and 13.1; 
there be the like in your ſ{elues, yet you can bee liberallto- 
wardsthem : how much more will God ſhewe. himlelfe 
gratious. to his children, being goodnelleit (elfe, and able 
to make his children asgood as he would hauetthemto be? 
The prodigall ſonne may be a paterne of Gods fauoura- 
ble dealing in chis behalfe : For when hee had loſt his 
wealth, his peace, his credit andall, hauing drowned him- 
ſelfe, in vile and abominable Juſts, what had hee where. 
withtohelpe himſelfe ? cucn the vnfained requeſts of-an 
humble and penitent hart, whichneuer can want happie 
ſucceile, when they are preſented to a mercifull and grati- . 
- ousfather : what his ſuccetTe was, wee may readeat large, 
Luk.15. Hence commeth tharcxhortationof the Apoltle, 
In nothing bee careful!, but in allthings let your reque3ts bre Phil.z.6- , 
made knowne vnto God, c, 
ButI haue many debts to pay, and manyburthens to ObieQior, -_ 
beare, andwhat goodwiliprayerdo meintheſe traits? - 
Very great good: forif you:canlay open your heart be- Anſwer. . 
fore.God in praycr and thankſgiving , the peace of ror 
which. --, 


Uſe 1, 


16.2 
dingtothat of our Saujour, Asbe tht your toy may be full. 
| Thirdly, here is matter of comfort for thoſe that are 


{e 3 
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which paſſeth all vnderſtanding((uchas a naturall man can- 
not conceiue, nor a regenerate man till hee have felt it) 
ſhall keepe your hartes and mindes in(hriſt Ieſus, thatis, in a 
blcſed communion with him: that look whit Chriſt hath, 
you ſhall be ſurero haue: haue you no power in yourlſelfe? 
you ſhall haue it in Chriſt, Have you no wealth in your 
houſe ? Chriſt hath enovgh for you in his hand: but all our 
woe comes from this, that we loſe our communion with 
him, for wantof faichfull and feruent prayer. 

. For the reproofe of our great negligence; vnbelecfe, 
and coldnefle in prayer : thenceitisthat wee haue manie 
wants,becauſewe wantthe ſpirirof prayer, and ſceke vnto 
other helpes rather then vnto our hcauenly Father. If chil- 
dren ſhould runne fromeheir parentsto ſervants, and (till 
be cryingand complaining to them', their parents would 
not endure it : and if ſuch children ſhould bee ſill bewai- 
ling their caſe, that neuer any were in ſuch miferie as 
they , none would pitiethem : have they notagood and a 
richfather, ( would men (ay ) that would haue them to 
ſeckevnto himforreliefe and maintenance, and cannoten- 
dure that they ſhould ſeekevnto others ? If it be thus, with 
naturall parents, how much more is it with our heauenly 
Father, who is farre more readyto heare and helpe, chen 
the neareſt friends in the world ? For when they will not 
afford ysreliefe, hee will : and when they arevnkind, hee 
will ſhewe himſelfe moſt kindvntovs ; and therefore haue 
we vnkindnefle from men, that wee might draw neare 
to God himſclfe, and goe from thoſe broken Ceſternes 
which can hold no water, to the fountaine of living wa- 


ters where we may drinke freelie without reſtraint, and 


haucallour wants abundantly ſupplied. 

—Thisis for inſtruction, thatif we wouldſpeed well, wee 
/ſhovuldvſethe meanes of ſpeedingwell : for if we be plen- 
=t1full in prayer, we ſhall be plentifull in comfort : accor- 


able to powre out their (oules before God in prayer : 
chough 
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thoughthere bee never ſo many ſtormes of ſorrow,they 
ſhall beeſufficienely ſheltred inthe middeſt of all. _ 
Itisagroile conceit for men to thinke, Alas my caſeis 
hard, I haue no friends, no money,no abilitietolabour in 
my vocation,&c. But haue youtheſpirit of prayer? If you 
haue,youarein anhappiceltate: for if weewould conlider 


-.-. of things aright, whoisin hardecaſe, but heechat hath an 


hard heart ? And whojs ingood-caſe, but heethathatha 
good conſcience, and a-heart full of good meditations, 
which hee is cuer and anon readie topoureoutin Gods 
preſence ? They thatſetnot their friends nor themlclues 
on worke, ſo much asthey ſettheir faith aworke, they are 
the bletſed people : they may aſſurethemſeclues that God 
willnotfailechem, nor forſake them. 


Indeed wee muſt vie the meanesto ſerue Gods proui- * | 


dence: bur,forthe(ucceileof things, wee muſt wholly put 
Godin truſt with the ſame , and hewill afſuregly doethat 
which ſhall be good for vs. 3 

Verl.3. Yee aske and receine not, becanſe yee ache amiſſe. 
Here hee preuentethan obiefion that they might make, 


namely this, We are iniurioullie dealt with, in that weeare Opjeft;on.— 


blamed for not praying;for wecric andcallvpon God day 
andnight,and yet are never the better. Thar is true( ſaith 


he ) but yee receine not becauſe ye acke amiſſe , asking ſuch 4, ;ſwer. 


thingsas you may abuſe to Gods diſhonour, and that you 
purpoſeſotoabuſcfor you will ſpend ther vpon your luſts: 
And this is the cauſe why God reieRteth your prajers: 


whence the Doctrine is, that God deniethvs carnall re- DoZ.6 


veſts, | 
It is moſt iuſt and equallthat-ourprajers ſhouldbe re- 
iected, when weare more earneſt in askingearthly things 
which may bee abuſed, then heauenly and ſaving graces 


which cannot bee abuſed : and aime at ſeruing our owns }. 


turnes in the requeſts that we rnake,rather thenat the glo- 
rifying of Godsholy name. (il | 


© The reaſon hereof is plaine 2 for ſuch cries are not in Reaſon't 


cruth praiers,nor ſo eſtecniedin Gods account;Holſ. 7.14. 
D They 
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They bauenot(faith he )cried unto mewith their hearts,hen 


26 


they houled on their beds : they aſſemble themſelnes for corne + 


and wincyand they rebell againſt me, 


Theſe Iewcs maruelled that God did not helpe them 


whenthey cried vnto him : butGod reckons and calleth 
theſetheir cryings howlings andnot prayers,becauſe they 
were only gricued for their afflitions, burnothingtouchs 
edfortheir finnes,which brought.che hand of God vpon 
them, Andthey were much more deſirous of corne and 
_ then of the fauour of God andthe graces of his 
Irie, | 
g Alfothe praiersthatare only ſpentabourcarnallthings 
comenotfromcheloucof God, butfrom the loue of the 
world.1.loh,2.15. | 
According to thegreatnile of our defire after earthly 
things, ſo is the greatnelle of our pride: now( God wee 


know) refilteththe proud,and raiſeth vp,quickeneth,and 


comfurteth thelowlie : and as any man is morehumble, 
fo hee doth more. thirſt afterand labour forthe grace of 
God; andtherefore he onely is fitted for it, andallother 
mercies with ie. 

For inſtruction: Whenwee apppoachvntothe throne of 
grace .inprayer,let vs be ſure that webce moſt carneſt for 
heauenly things :. for that will bec ateſtimonie voto our 


_ Conſciences that wee loue God more then wee louethe 


world. And this benefit weſhall bee certainecf, that wee 
cannot beſtow them vpon ourluſts: forfaith cannot bee 
beſtowed ypon our lults, ſeeing it purifierh the heart ; re- 
pentance cannot be beſtowed vpon ourluſts,becaule thae 
killeth ourluſts:and ſo.may wee layfor cuericother grace 
of God, eucrie one of which is abſolutely good in ie 
ſelfe, and. makes thoſe good that are pollellersof them, 
Whereasallcarthly things arecither goodorcuill, accor- 
ding tothe mind and .aticction of him thatreceiuertrand 
vietththem. 


- If they meet with a firong and inordinate delire, they . 
corrupt and poyſon it further; ifwith an hartwell _ | 
| --þ 
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and difpoſed,they better it, and further it in grace, and 
godlineſle, | | 

But now furtherconcerning(pirituallthings wee muſt 
vndcrſtand, thatthey are notto be asked in words alone, 
bue we mulſtbring before God the feruent defires of our 
ſoules,and intreat them as things thacwill indeede moſt 
content vs. 

Trueth it is, that eaſe and pleaſure and credit vvould 
beſt plcaſc our nature: but wee muſt crotleour fleſheſt 
our petitions be found carnall,and ſo bee reiefted by the 
Lord: & farther we mult {triueto hauethis witneſleboth 
from God and from oor owne ſoules,that if we might ob- 
taine what we would, the delires of our {oules are,tohaue 
the fauourof Godand thechiefefruits thereof, cuen Lone 
and ly, and Peace, Temperance, Patience, andthe relt of 
the graces of Gods ſpirit. Which if wee can in any good 
mealure find in our {elues, wee may be comfortedin allu- 


ranceof theperformanceof the promile, That ſeeking firſt nas, ys 


the kingdoms of heauen, and the righteouſnes thereof, allother 
things ſhall be miniſtredunto vs, 
Verſe 4. Tee adulterers and adultereſſes, know ye not, &c. 


They mightreply vpon that which hath bin ſpoken, ſay- Objection, 


ing, Whatif we doe delire outward things, that vvee may 
live as pleaſantly, andwith as great credit as others doc? 
isthat any ſuch great matter? 


To this hee maketh anſwere with great indignation, Anſwer, 


ſlaying, Yee. Adulterers and aaultereſſes, knowe yee not, 
that the lone of the weridzis the enmitie of God? As if hee 
had aid, Haue yee heard ſo many Sermons, beene at ſo 
many Conferences, read and heard ſo much of the Scri- 
tures, anddoe you notknow thus much, that the /one of 
the world is enmitie with God ? Doe you thinke that hee 
will dealewith you as an husband, when you are fi]thie 
Harlots? Doe you imagine that hee vvill give youthat, 
that may maintaine and vphold you in your pride and 
ambition,& earthly afteRions? Nolurely, hethat inſuch 
ſort foiloweth the world is a friend vnto the world, and 
Da '| | _ 


»m 
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men to God, and God will ſhew himſelfe 


noiricndyato him. The doarine henceto be learned is, 
that, Itis a moſtdangerousand damnable adulteric tolct 


; our mindson carthly things, 


There is areaſon hereof inthe Text. It bringethvs our 
of fauour with God, and maketh vs enemies vnto him ; & 
js it nota dangerous thing for thecreature toſtand in op- 
polition againſt his Creator? This ſpirituall adulterie is 
woricthen that againſt the ſeuenth commandement: for 
thisis againſt the firſt Table: that againſt cheſecond, Be- 
ſides, when Daxiadliued in that ſinne of adultery, he could 
not beſaidto bethe enemieof God: butwhoſoeverliueth 
inthisſpiritual whoredom, isproclaimed to bethe Lords 
foe, For ſuch doe withdraw their heartsfrom God, and ſo 
bring the curſe andvengeance of God vpon themlelues 
without timelyrepentance. Therefore itisſaid,Thou haſt 


deſtroyedallchemrhat go a whoring from thee: whether = 


it be after pleaſures, or comodities, or preferments,about 
the whichalmoſlt all the world is (et aworke, and being 
ſo inclined;a!lthat can be deuiſedislittle enough,nay too 
littleto pleaſethem: they think nothing ſufficientthatis 
doneforthem, andthat all ſhould doeſeruice tothem, & 
they tonone: being as gowtieleggsthat mult haucallthe 
anointing andbindingandlookingto,they being ableto. 


. Coeno hingagaine in way ofrequital], 


For ini{truftion, that vvee ihould bee exceedingly 
humbled, asforother great corruptions before our cal- 
lings, ſo for thisthat vvec haue beene guilticof {pirituall 


_ adulterie. 


Many will bragge, vvhen they are reprooued forthe 


breach of the Sabbath,forſwearing,&c. thatthough their. 


Miniſter f6ndefault with them, yet they hopetheyareho- 


neſt men and women: Butcan they deny thatthey bulie 


them(ſelues continually aboutthe drofle of this World ? 
would chey notrather berichthen godly ? Doe they not 


elleeme more ofa good bargain,thenof a goodSermon? - 


And lo for others; Doethey notprofelle,thatif you take 


away ., 
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away their vaine pleaſures, you take away their life? ' 


And doe not theſe things argue in them a loue of 
this vyorld ? It cannot bee denied z and what then will 
follow, but that they are diſhoneſt men and women, adul- 
terersand adultereles, as here the holy Ghoſt tearmeth 
them? And hencecommeth ittopaſlle oftentimes,thatbe- 
cauſe chey are tainted with ſpirituall adulterie, they areby 
the iuſt ceuenging hand of God, giuenyp to corporall a- 
dulterie, at leaſt they goe vnder the reproch thereof a- 
moneg(t men, that ſothey might bee drawne from that 
whichis more dangerous inthe light of God, 

Further, this is to be conlidered, that if men doefollow 
after but one of their [uſtes,they come vnderthis cenſure: 
asif a woman doerunneafter one adulterer onely,ſheisto 
be condemned asan adulteretſe: (oif a man be not ambi- 
tious,if yet hebe couetous:or on the contrary,it he benot 
couectous, yet if he bee ambitious; or if neither of thoſe 
vicescarie him away, yetif hee bee voluptuous, that is e- 
noughto bring him vnderthe blame and ſhame ofaſpiri- 
tuall aduiterer, & ſo to makehimliablete Godsvengeace, 

Secondly, letthisinſtrutvs tobecontentwith amean 
eltate,andto be reſtrained of thoſe delights and pleaſures 
that others doe enioy: for the worldis a dangerous and 
pernitious baite, and moſt men run a whoring after it,and 
the moli godly andreligious haveavyanton eye, which is 
tootooapttobelookingafterthe ſame. And therforeas 
awiſeFatherif he perceiuc his ſonne inclined vnto vvn- 
connelle, will withdraw his hand from him, and withhold 
allſuchthings as might be for the nouriſhing of that lin 
ſodealeth ourwiſe God with vs, when hee ſeeth his chil- 
dren to be addicted to ſpirituail wantonnelle, that they 
lookeafter new gawds, and vaine falhions, and wouldnot | 
onely becommended for their godlinetle, but for their 
coates, fortheirattendants, fortheir buildings, for their. 
Ccattell,&c, 


= 


\ 


Viet... 


When the Lord(I ay) perceiueth this diſpoſition in. : 


them, he keepeth them lowe, and curbeth their delires, . 
D3 which .; 


. 
. 


Do#t.$ 


We arc cſtce. 
.med as we arc 
affected, 


Gen.,z3.16 
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which we ſhouldaccounta very great and ſweet faucur of 
God: forlittle doe wee know vyhat wee ſhould otherwiſe 
comevnto. If a wan bee incliningtofſtrong drinke, and 
Hauea weake head, ſothat he will quickly bee ouertaken, 
itis a benefit for him to be reſtrained therefrom: now the 
Lord iswilc, and(eeth theinclination of his children vn- 
ro great proſperity,but he knoweth withall;that they have 
but weake braines to beare it z and therefore in lead of 
wealth andeaſle, andcredit, heſendeth wantes and paines 
and diſgraces which are farbetter for chem. 

Thou that wouldeſt faine hauemore, doſt thou vſe that 
well thatthou haſt alreadie? If not, better creep on the 
earth with ſafetie, then climbe'on high to takea greater 
fall: the Lord knowcththy necdand chy flrength better 
then thy ſelfe: reſignevpthy willvntohim and it ſhall go 
well withthee. 

Whoſoener therforewill be a friend of thewor/d. The word 
in the origina!l implyeth ſuch awillingnelle, as is ioyned 
with deliberation and conſultation : ſo thatthe meaning 
is, that hee that aduiſedly ſetteth himſelfe to bee like the 
world, heisan encmie of God. 

Inthatisis (aid, Hee that will bee, the doftrine is, that, 
God eſtcems of euerie man & woman, according to their 
willandatteRion. 

Abrabamis highly commended and rewardedof God, 
forſacrificing hisſonne,though he did not theworke,be- 
cauſc he ſhewed his readines and willingnes to doeit. 

In thatexcellent prayer which was madeatthe dedica- 


2.Chro.6.30 tion of the temple, Sa/omon(direftcd by the holy gholt) 


offreth vpthis ſuplicationinthe behalte ofal the church, 
that God would reward cuery oneas he knew theirhearts. 
And Dazidhisfather, guided bythe ſame holy ſpirit, gaue 
aslarge allowanceto the zoo wearie and f7int ſculdiers, 
that (taid atthe riuer Beſor, as to the reſt that ventured 
their liues inthe battel and got the prey and viRtorie. And 
alſo madethislaw andordinanceforeucrinlfracl,1.Sam. 
30.23.24-25. Nowif Dauid had that care to __ _ 

clire 


from the 


14,15. 


Where there is atruedelire,there will be atrueandear- 3... 
neſt endeauour, to avoid all lets wherby the work might 
be hindred, and to vieall good meanes,whereby it might - | 
be effeed; as appeareth in Abraham, who would not 
ſuttcrhis ſeruantsto be preſent inthe place where he pur- 
poſed to (acrifice his ſonne, Jelt they ſhould have fought 
to haue ſtaid him therefrom, And though heerrauelled - 
threedayes journey; yet becaulc he would preventalllets 
and hindrances,he carried fre,driewood,anda xnife with 
him.Sothen anynfained heart re{teth notonelyin wiſhes, 
but ſhewethitelfein conſtant indeauours, which God be- 
holdeth & rewardeth, as well asif the workewere brought - 
to perfeRtion. p 

Firſt, forterror vnto yngodly men, howſocuer they be ri 'Y 
keptfrom many linnes,yet ſeeing their delirewas tohaue .* * 
committed them, andthey are grieued that they cannot: 
doe them,and would ftil{ bereadiero praftifethem,ifany- av. 
occaſion or opportuvitie were offred, thereforeall thoſe. 

linnesſhali becharged ypon them, and they throughly. 
puniſhed fortheſame... 
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deſire as much as the deed, where he had madeno pro* 
miſe,and was intreated to the contrary by the greatelt par* 
of his ſouldiours,andcould not performe this work with- 
out ſome lofle to him ſelfe and them who had helped him 
in the battel;then how much more will God acceptthe de- 
fire for the deede, hauing promiſed fo to doe,z.Cor.$,12. 
and being ableto performe it without any charge to him 
ſelfe, or hindrancecoany other 2 
All good and holy delirescome | 
heaccepesthem,Phil.2. 13.and contrary,cuildelires come Reaſon x 
eſh and Satan,and thereforehe hatesthem. 
Our'delires arethe ſeeds from which all our wordes and 
works doſpring & growe, and according tothe goodnes 
or badnes therof,al our ationsare good oreuil. The ſame 
ſeruice, which if it be done with a perfect heart and wil- 
ling minde,is moſtplealing vnato God if it bedcnegrud- 
gingly or hypocritically-isabominable in his ſight. I(ai. x. 


from God,andtherfore 


2. 


Secondly, , 


Rom.y 
Sce M".Dods 
Sermon on Iſa, the enill that we would not,and cannot doe the good that wee 
I.19.6&c. 
If yee conſent 
to obey.&c. 
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Secondly,this isa comfort ynto Gods Saints: itisſaid, 
He that will be a friend to the wor/dgmaketh himſelf an enemie 
to God: but as for thoſethat would not beſo, but are wil- 
ling to forlake their worldly luſts, and mournefor them, 
and defire to keep theirhartsin theloue and feareof God; 


they make them(eclues friends to God, and he will ſhewe 


himſc{fe fauourable and mercifull rothem for evermore. 
So for other linnes, if wefind much vnbeleefe, but would 
hauefaith; if we finde a diſpoſition to prideandenuie, bue 
would be humble, andrejoyceat che proſperitic of others 
&c. the Lordwill accept of vs,as of faithfuſl,humbleand 
charitable perſons. | 

So when wee take our ſelues apartro mournefor our 
linnes,if we find not that _—_— for ouriniquities, nor 
that meaſureofhumiliation,nOrthat aſſurance of reconci- 
lation that ſhould bein vs, butrather much deadneſſe and 
ditraion, yet if ourdeſire in ſetting vponthat worke, _ 
were good,the Lord willtakeitin good worth : /f wee doe 


wonld tit is not we but ſinne that dwelleth ms, Which 
God willnever lay vntoourcharge : butrather 
comfort our ſoules as Chriſt did his 
Diſciples, Tour ſpirit is wit- 
ling but your fleſh 


is weake. 


